
  Trick or Treat!  

See the article on page five for details  

of the exciting trip we have planned for  

June 2010 to Lincoln sites in Illinois.   

Hosted by Bev and Stu Smith of the  

Heritage Players, you will experience  

the living history of America in the  

town Lincoln called home.   

Visit his house and law office, the Old  

Statehouse and New State Capitol,  

Old Salem, the magnificent new Lincoln  

Museum and Library.   

Be engaged and inspired by the legacy  

of Americaôs greatest presidentð 

Abraham Lincoln.   

 Great Things are Happening at Heritage Hill ! 

In this issue 

Springfield/Lincoln Trip 

Cotton House Preservation 

Summer Event Recap 

Halloween & Christmas Schedule 

End of Year Appeal 

Halloween at Heritage Hill is back 

October 23rd and 24th from 4:30pm-

8:30pm.  This great family-friendly 

activity is safe fun for everyone.   

Little ghosts and goblins can trick or 

treat through 13 buildings, listen to 

scary stories, walk the graveyard 

maze, participate in a costume con-

test and make something to take 

home with them, as well as enjoy 

historic Halloween traditions. 

NEW this year is a Haunted House 

and new Shadow Play that more 

people than ever can see!    

Mark your calendars for Friday,  

October 23rd and Saturday October 

24th from 4:30pm-8:30pm.   

The cost is $5 per person with  

children 4 and under free. 

See p. 6 for Christmas News 
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Visit the Town Lincoln Called Home 

Dear Friends of Heritage Hill, 

     It goes without saying that the current economic situation has affected 

almost every organization, family and individual in our community.  Dis-

cussing it has become more popular than the ever-changing local weather.  

Heritage Hill is no exception; however I firmly believe that it is not what 

the situation has made of us that is important, but what we make of it.   

     To take this further, one of our Heritage Hill Foundation board mem-

bers, Al Jamir, has optimistically encouraged us to choose not to partici-

pate in the recession.  To that end and with your support, we continue to 

see thousands of students walk the path of early Wisconsin history through 

educational field trips.  Attendance increased at almost every Park event 

this season.  Music on the Green set record average attendance levels.  And 

we welcomed new and returning donors to Cotton Club, and many new 

sponsors. 

     We have weathered this year thanks to generous donations, enhanced 

marketing and careful planning and budgeting.  Nevertheless, the economy 

has hurt our operating endowments and your continued support is crucial to 

help sustain the educational programs and family events that enhance the 

quality of life for our community.  Please consider Heritage Hill in your 

year end giving.  An envelope is enclosed for your convenience. 

     There is still great programming ahead this season with Halloween and 

Christmas.  Come and take advantage of this wonderful local treasure.   

 

  Mary Beth Leopold, President 

  Heritage Hill Foundation 



Did You Know?  The Moravian Church 

is a branch of ñmainstreamò Protestant-

ism that traces its history back to a 15th 

century priest, Jan Hus, in the Czech  

Republic.  As a result of his attempt to 

bring reform to the perceived corruptions 

of the church, he suffered a martyrôs 

death.  His followers continued his work 

and, in 1457, created a new movement 

that is known today as the Moravian 

Church.  They faced severe persecution 

for much of the first two and a half cen-

turies of their existence but were able to 

withstand it and experienced a renewal in 

1727 in Germany.  The Moravian Church 

today is a worldwide 

movement with a major-

ity of Moravians living 

on the African continent. 

Moravians began a mis-

sion effort to the Carib-

bean area in 1732 and 

came to the shores of 

North America in 1735.  

Two separate efforts be-

gan in Green Bay in 1850 

ï the establishment of a 

congregation for those of 

German descent in what 

is now the downtown 

Green Bay area and also 

an outreach among those 

of Norwegian and Danish 

descent in Fort Howard.  

These two congregations are today 

known as the East Green Bay  

congregation (located in the village of 

Allouez on the East Side of Green Bay) 

and the West Green Bay congregation 

(located on Oneida Street on the West 

Side).   

The original East side building, the old-

est standing church in Green Bay is now 

located at Heritage Hill State Park. 

Moravians are known for their mission-

ary endeavors, for their ecumenical 

spirit, and for their wonderful musical 

heritage.  The Moravian Church is open 

and welcoming to all.  They are best de-

scribed by their motto: ñin the essentials 

of faith, unity; in the non-essentials, free-

dom; and in all things, love.ò  Worship is 

central to Moravians who see their pur-

pose as living the faith throughout the 

week that they declare in worship on 

Sunday.   

The congregations will hold a Thanks-

giving service at Heritage Hill on 

Wednesday, November 25 at 7:00 PM.  

The public is invited, and encouraged to 

bring a canned food item.   

Moravian Church History  
by Linda Mattson, Visitor Services/Gift Shop Manager 

Honors and Memorials: 
 

Anniversaries: 
Phil and Betsy Hendrickson: Fred and July Darling, Shirlyn Miller 
 

Memorials: 
Jerry Anderson: Jim and Wendy Dockendorff 

Jack Williams: Joseph and Julie Grace, Tom and Tita Plouff, Maryanne 

Williams 

Meg Troup: Jim and Wendy Dockendorff 

We note with sadness the loss of Heritage Hill supporters:  
Jerry Anderson, John óJackô Williams, Jeanne DeGroot  

Moravian Church 

Benefit Concerts a Hit  
 

Heritage Hill celebrated the 200th anni-

versary of Felix Mendelssohnôs birth in 

style in August, with concerts of the 

Romantic period.  This yearôs concerts 

to benefit preservation of the Moravian 

Church featured music by Henryk 

Wieniawski, Johan Halvorsen, Fritz 

Kreisler, and Felix Mendelssohn.  

Guests were captivated by talented, 

energetic performances from Sarah  

Larsen, violin, accompanied by UWGB 

professor, Dr David Severtson, piano, 

and friend and collaborator Mr. Seth 

Woods, cello.   

A special addition to the performances 

was an organ prelude by Dr Michael 

Frisch, St. Norbert Abbey.  The organ 

was donated in 1982 by John Maring in 

honor of his wife Gretchen. 

The guest musicians also conducted a 

chamber music workshop for area stu-

dents, highlighting the unique skills 

needed to perform chamber music and 

giving students an opportunity to play 

with the musicians. 

Proceeds from the concerts support the 

ongoing preservation of the 158 year 

old structure, listed on the National 

Register of Historic Places. 

Our deepest thanks to Lois and Larry 

Weyers, the George Kress Foundation, 

Mary and Gregory Larsen, and Der-

Hua Lin for sponsoring the concerts 

and workshop.  Special thanks to 

Henriôs Music for providing the piano 

and Du Bois Formalwear for menôs 

concert attire.   

 

HERITAGE HILL HERALD 
is a publication of Heritage Hill Foundation 

on behalf of the Foundation and Heritage  

Hill State Historical Park.   
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Cotton House by Kathryn Terpstra, Education Manager and Nick Backhaus, Restoration Manager 

History of the House 
John Penn Arndt was a truly industrious man.  Father of Mary Arndt, who would marry John 

Cotton and give us the iconic Cotton House, John Arndt had established a tavern and inn in Penn-

sylvania by the age of 18.  He also worked with his father in milling, lumbering, merchandising, 

and boat building.  After the death of his father, Arndt took control of the family business and its 

many branches, and was a successful business man until tough economic times hit the region.  

During these hard times he decided to leave Pennsylvania and for many years travelled looking 

for a new place to settle.  In 1824 he found that place in Green Bay and proved to be one of the 

great pioneers of this region.  Since Arndt knew the lumbering and boat building industries it was 

natural for him to utilize that knowledge in Green Bay.  In 1827 he constructed the first sawmill 

in Wisconsin just a few miles north of Green Bay along the Pensaukee River.  

Arndt may be best known for constructing the first sawmill in the state, but the words of his 

obituary tell the story of a beloved man who played an important role in Green Bayôs history. 

 
From the Green Bay Advocate, June 11, 1861 

An Old Resident Gone 

It is with feelings of sadness that we today record the death of Hon. John P. Arndt, one of the oldest pio-

neers of Wisconsin. He was born in Williams Township, Pennsylvania, Nov. 20, 1780; came to Mackinac 

about the year 1821, and to Green Bay in November 1824, and has resided in the same house where he 

died since the spring of 1825. 

In civil life he has honorably filled many offices in the county, and was a member of the first legislature of 

the Territory of Wisconsin. He was always kind and obliging in his intercourse with those around him, he 

was always respected and honored. In the various vocations of his long and active life, he was always en-

ergetic and persevering. 

He built the first saw mill and the first sail vessel ever built west of Lake Michigan, and lived to see thou-

sands succeed them. 

Flags throughout the city yesterday were displayed at half mast in token of respect to the deceased.  

 

Restoration Update 
The cotton house preservation project is moving forward, 

with both the front parapet walls above the north and south 

wings structurally repaired, along with their exterior mold-

ings and trim back in place.  Historically matching clap-

board siding has been installed on the front faces of the 

wings, returning its historical appearance.  The three chim-

neys are close to completion after being disassembled to 

the lower roof line and rebuilt by  R.J. Jacques Inc., paying 

close attention to detail to match the historic dimensions 

and appearance of the brick and mortar.   

 

  In September and October, Heritage Hillôs  

  preservation carpenters are working on repairs  

  to a main framing timber that supports the south  

  rafter ends of the center roof, and adding struc- 

  tural support to the roof framing.  Shingling of  

  the three roofs and all exterior painting will be  

  completed by Octoberôs end.   As the weather  

  turns colder, the Restoration staff will move in 

  doors to begin interior plaster preservation and  

  painting.   

Cotton House 

Timeline 

 

 

Early 1840ôs  

House Built on  

Beaupre Street 

 

 

1845 

John Cotton settles 

into the house after 

being discharged 

from the army. 

 

 

1861 

Mary Cotton & son, 

Charles serve  in the 

army, during the 

Civil War 

 

 

 

1875 

John & Mary Cotton 

celebrate 50 years of 

marriage. 
 

 

 

September 10, 1878 

John Cotton dies 

 

 

 

September 6, 1896 

Mary Cotton dies 

 

1883-1896 

J.W. Woodruff, a 

relative, owns the 

house 

 

1896-1933 

The building is 

owned by the  

Catholic Diocese 

and is part of the 

Orphanage. 

 

1933 

Bishop Rhode  

offers the building to 

the Brown County 

Historical Society 

 

1938- 1941 

The home is moved 

and restored as a 

museum 

 

1977 

Brown County His-

torical Society gives 

the home to the DNR 

to become a part of 

Heritage Hill State 

Historical Park 


